REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 


HEALTH 


FOR  1919. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Turton  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  thirty-ninth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Turton  Urban 
District  together  with  a  summary  of  the  sanitary  work  performed  during 
the  year  1919. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  a 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,  eighty-four  males  and  sixty-seven  females, 
equivalent  to  a  rate  of  I2‘i  per  thousand  upon  an  estimated  population  at 
the  middle  period  of  the  year  of  12,461.  As  the  rate  for  the  year  1918 
was  9’9,  an  increase  of  2‘2  is  exhibited,  but  the  birth  rate  is  still  very  low 
and  is  37  below  the  mean  of  the  previous  ten  years  and  67  lower  than 
the  average  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  four  illegitimate  births  as  against  three  during  the 
past  year. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  the  civil  population  of  the  district 
recorded  during  the  year  was  a  hundred  and  sixty-one,  seventy-nine  males 
and  eighty-two  females,  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  13^4  per  thousand  of  a 
civil  population  estimated  at  11,962.  The  rate  for  the  year  is  o-4  lower 
than  that  of  the  previous  year  and  ro  higher  than  the  mean  of  the  previous 
ten  years,  but  in  comparison  with  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  it  is  0^4  lower. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  in  age  was  ten,  as 
against  eight  during  the  previous  year  and  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  for  the 
year  of  sixty-six  per  thousand  births,  a  decrease  of  one  upon  the  previous 
years  record  and  a  decrease  of  thirteen  upon  the  mean  of  the  previous  ten 
years,  whilst  in  comparison  .with  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales,  that  for  your  district  is  so  much  as  twenty-three  per  thousand 
lower. 
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Respiratory  diseases  (bronchitis,  pneumonia,  etc.)  caused  twenty-six 
deaths,  or  an  equivalent  rate  of  2’i  for  the  year,  as  against  thirty-seven 
and  a  rate  of  3‘i  for  the  previous  year. 

Epidemic  diseases  were  the  cause  of  four  deaths,  or  a  rate  of  3-3, 
a  fall  of  nearly  one  half  on  the  previous  year’s  record  and  o'6  less  than  the 
mean  of  the  previous  ten  years. 

Pulmonary  Phthisis  caused  five  deaths,  or  an  equivalent  rate  of  a 
fractional  decrease  only  upon  that  of  the  previous  year  and  o-3  on  the 
mean  of  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year  was  fifty-seven,  a  reduction  of  a  hundred  and  forty-six,  which  is 
accounted  for  by  the  discontinuance  of  the  notification  of  Measles. 

The  number  and  details  of  each  form  notified  are  as  follows — 

Scarlet  Fever _ 19  cases.  No  deaths. 

Four  cases  were  contracted  outside  the  district  at  Picture 
Palaces,  six  others  were  directly  infected  from  these,  one  was 
contracted  at  her  place  of  work  and  was  desquamating  when  notified, 
two  were  due  to  previous  cases  in  the  district,  whilst  for  the  remaining 
cases,  no  satisfactory  origin  could  be  discovered. 

Diphtheria. — 13  cases.  3  deaths. 

One  of  the  cases  was  contracted  at  a  Picture  Palace,  for  the 
remainder  no  satisfactory  cause  of  origin  could  be  discovered. 

Measles. — Only  six  cases  were  notified,  but  this  does  not  represent  the 
full  number  of  cases  which  occured  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Erysipelas. — 5  cases.  No  deaths. 

The  houses  and  premises  were  inspected  but  no  insanitary 
conditions  were  found. 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — Pulmonary  tuberculosis.  7  cases.  5  deaths. 

None  were  removed  to  Sanatoria. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  7  cases.  3  deaths. 

Four  were  removed  to  hospital. 

All  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  district  were  visited,  their 
social  circumstances  investigated,  the  domiciliary  conditions  were  noted 
and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  and  premises  was  ascertained. 
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Any  sanitary  defects  were  removed,  advice  in  respect  of  general 
regimen  was  afforded  and  auxiliary  assistance  was  supplied  if  necessary. 
Fumigation  and  disinfection  after  the  removal  or  the  death  of  the  affected 
persons  were  always  carried  out. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  in  the  district  was  under 
supervision.  The  water  supply  was  satisfactory,  both  as  to  quality  and 
sufficiency. 

The  milk  supply  was  under  regular  supervision.  Statutory 
Regulations  are  desirable  to  insure  soundness  and  a  higher  standard  of 
purity. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  was  satisfactory.  Samples  of 
water  were  periodically  obtained  and  submitted  for  analysis. 

The  district  has  no  separate  Isolation  Hospital,  but  suitable 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Bury  and  Ainsworth  Hospital 
Authorities  for  the  admission  of  an  unlimited  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria,  a  reserve  of  two  beds  for  Small-pox  and  for  the 
stoving  and  disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc. 

Excreta  Disposal. — The  scavenging  of  the  whole  district  is  carried 
out  under  the  control  of  the  Council  and  was  satisfactory. 

The  methods  of  excreta  disposal  were  as  follows — Privy  middens, 
816;  Fresh  water  Closets,  722  ;  Waste  water  Closets,  1154;  Pail  Closets, 
78. 

There  were  six  conversions  of  privy  middens  to  fresh  water  closets 
and  six  to  pail  closets.  All  new  houses  are  provided  with  fresh  water 
closets. 

The  maintainance  of  the  highways  and  secondary  roads  was  as 
satisfactory  as  the  special  circumstances  of  the  times  permitted. 

Work  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  has 
not  yet  been  resumed. 

A  special  report  was  submitted  to  your  Council,  relative  to  the 
housing  of  the  district. 

* 

Workshops. — Registered,  30.  Inspections,  70. 

Notices  issued  for  whitewashing,  6  ;  Sanitary  defects  removed, 
4 ;  Drams  trapped,  repaired  or  reconstructed,  3.  All  the  regulations 


4 


in  respect  of  ventilation  and  air  space,  etc.,  were  observed.  All  the 
workshops  were  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Domestic  Workshops. — Registered,  5.  Inspections,  15. 

They  were  all  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

One  complaint  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
of  a  closet  in  an  insanitary  condition.  The  owner  was  notified  and 
the  work  carried  out.  The  water  supply  of  one  factory  was  in  an 
unsatisfactory  condition,  but  was  rectified  by  the  provision  of  new 
filters. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Registered  dairies,  93.  Cowsheds,  158. 

Inspections,  470.  All  had  been  properly  whitewashed. 
Notices  issued  to  tenants,  8.  Notices  issued  to  owners,  8.  Dairies 
repaired,  4.  Floors  of  cowsheds  repaired,  etc.,  7.  Defective  drains 
repaired,  trapped  or  reconstructed,  10.  Water  supply  improved,  4. 
New  water  supply,  6.  Improved  light  and  ventilation,  3. 


Slaughter-Houses. — Registered,  g.  Inspections,  315. 

All  were  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition.  Four  notices  which 
were  duly  attended  to  were  issued. 

Bake-Houses. — Registered,  18.  Inspections,  55. 

All  had  been  whitewashed  and  were  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
Drains  reconstructed,  repaired,  etc.,  4.  Nine  notices  were  issued  to 
tenants  or  owners  which  were  duly  attended  to. 


Fried  Fish  and  Chipped  Potato  Shops. — Registered,  7.  Inspections,  35. 

They  were  all  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 


Scavenging.  Ashpits,  Privies,  etc. 

Number  of  Ashpits  cleansed 
,,  ,,  Defective  ashpits 

,,  ,,  Privies  and  ashpits  repaired 

,,  ,,  Dry  ash-houses  substituted 


5750 

50 

44 

3 
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Number  of  Waste  water  closets  choked  ...  ...  45 

,,  ,,  Fresh  water  closets  choked  ...  ...  30 

,,  ,,  Fresh  water  conversions  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  Pail  closet  conversions  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tents,  Vans,  etc.,  used  as  Dwellings. 

There  were  seven  van  dwellings  and  six  tent  dwellings  in  the 
district  at  various  times  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  periodically 
inspected,  and  at  all  times  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The 
sanitary  regulations  were  duly  observed. 

Smoke  Observations. 

Observations  on  sixty  occasions  were  made.  No  legal 
proceedings  were  necessary. 


The  following  is  a  summary  on  the  Sanitary  work  performed 


during  the  year-  — 

Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1559 

Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1659 

Statutory  notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  6 

Statutory  notices — work  completed  ...  ...  6 

Preliminary  notices  outstanding  from  previous  year  17 

Preliminary  notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  125 

Preliminary  notices — work  completed  ...  130 

Preliminary  notices — work  in  progress  ...  12 

Smoke  testing  of  drains  ...  ...  ...  76 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

House  drains  trapped  ...  ...  ...  35 

House  drains  repaired,  reconstructed  or  cleansed  136 

Slopstone  waste  pipes  disconnected  ...  ...  12 

Slopstone  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  53 

Downspouts  reconstructed,  disconnected  or  trapped  159 
Surface  of  yards  repaired  etc.  ...  ...  33 

Soil  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

Main  drains  repaired  ..  ...  ...  6 

Main  drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Ventilation  shafts  to  sewers  and  drains  fixed 
Houses  fumigated  after  infective  disease 
Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  ... 
Inspection  of  refuse  tips 
New  domestic  water  supplies 


302 

6 


4 

42 
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The  year’s  record  is  very  good  and  is  indicative  of  sanitary  progress. 
The  statistics  in  respect  of  general  mortality,  the  mortality  from  infectious 
diseases,  the  infant  mortality  are  all  alike  low,  and  may  be  taken  as  correct 
indicators  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district.  The  comparatively 
lower  infant  mortality  as  well  as  the  almost  complete  absence  of  diarrhosel 
'  disease,  are  matters  for  especial  congratulation,  as  they  are  important 
factors  in  the  estimation  of  the  sanitary  status  of  any  district.  The 
small  number  of  notified  cases  of  infective  diseases  is  also  a  satisfactory 
feature  of  the  year’s  record. 

The  position  of  your  district  in  comparison  with  any  other  district 
of  similar  physical  features  and  climatic  conditions  is  well  maintained. 


1  am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently, 


J.  Robinson,  M.D.,  L.S.Sc.  (Univ.  Durham) 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


“  Rockfield,” 


Dunscar,  Nr.  Bolton 


April  2 1st,  1920. 


